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Dictionaryxom Unabridged (v 1.1) - Cite This Source 

lab-y-rinth O ^ [lab-u/7-rinth] Pronunciation Key - Show IPA Pronunciation 
-noun 

1 . an intricate combination of paths or passages in which it is 
difficult to find one's way or to reach the exit. 

2. a maze of paths bordered by high hedges, as in a parl< or garden, 
for the amusement of those who search for a way out. 

i@M^^raiSI3Srif0m<Jias3rran^ 

4. any confusingly intricate state of things or events: a bewildering 
complex. 

5. (Initial capital letter) Classical Mythology, a vast maze built in 
Crete by Daedalus, at the command of King IVIinos. to house the 
Minotaur. 

6. Anatomy, 

a. the internal ear, consisting of a bony portion (bony labyrinth) 
and a membranous portion (membranous labyrinth). 

b. the aggregate of air chambers in the ethmoid bone, between 
the eye and the upper part of the nose. 

a mazelike pattern inlaid in the pavement of a church, 
a loudspeaker enclosure with air chambers at the rear for 



7. 
8. 



absorbing sound waves radiating in one direction so as to prevent 
their interference with waves radiated in another direction. 



[Origin: 1 540-50; < L labyrinthus < Gk labyrinthos; r. earlier laborynt 
< ML laborintus, L, as above] 

Dictionaryxom Unabridged (v LI) 

Based on the Random House Unabridged Dictionary © Random House, Inc, 
2006. 



Free software! Get instant 
dictionary, thesaurus, and 
encyclopedia access from 
most Mac and Windows 
programs. 
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tor • tU • OUS 0 ^ [tawr-choo-t//) s] Pronunciation Key - Show IPA 
Pronunciation j 
-adjective 

tortuous path. 

2. not direct or straightforward, as in procedure or speech; intricate; 
circuitous: tortuous negotiations lasting for months, 

3. deceitfully indirect or morally crooked, as proceedings, methods, 
or policy; devious. 

[Origin: 1 350-1400; ME < L tortuosus, equiv. to tortu{s) a twisting (tor 
(quere) to twist, bend + -fws suffix of v. action) + -osus ^ous] 

—Related forms 
tor-tu-ous-ly, adverb 
tor • tu • OUS • ness, noun 

—Synonyms 1. bent, sinuous, serpentine. 2. evasive, roundabout, 
indirect. j 
—Usage note See torturou s. I 

http://dictionary .refe^ence.coIIl^^owse/tortuous 9/1 3/2007 
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lab-y-rinth # H))) [lab-t//?-rinth] Pronunciation Key - Show IPA Pronunciation 
-noun 

1 . an intricate combination of paths or passages in which it is 
difficult to find one's way or to reach the exit. 

2. a maze of paths bordered by high hedges, as in a park or garden, 
for the amusement of those who search for a way out. 

4. any confusingly intricate state of things or events; a bewildering 
complex. 

5. {initial capital letter) Classical Mythology, a vast maze built in 
Crete by Daedalus, at the command of King Minos, to house the 
Minotaur. 

6. Anatomy. 

a. the internal ear, consisting of a bony portion (bony labyrinth) 
and a membranous portion (membranous labyrinth). 

b. the aggregate of air chambers in the ethmoid bone, between 
the eye and the upper part of the nose. 

7. a mazelike pattern inlaid in the pavement of a church. 

8. a loudspeaker enclosure with air chambers at the rear for 
absorbing sound waves radiating in one direction so as to prevent 
their interference with waves radiated in another direction. 

[Origin: 1 540-50; < L labyrinthus < Ck labyrlnthos; r. earlier laborynt 
< ML laborintus, L, as above] 
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tortuous path. 

2. not direct or straightforward, as in procedure or speech; intricate; 
circuitous: tortuous negotiations lasting for months. 

3. deceitfully indirect or morally crooked, as proceedings, methods, 
or policy; devious. 

[Origin: 1350-1400; ME < I tortudsus, equiv. to tortu{s) a twisting {tor 
(guere) to twist, bend + -tus suffix of v. action) + -054/5 ^ous] 

—Re/a ted forms 
tor-tu-ous-ly, adverb 
tor • tu • ous • ness, noun 

—Synonyms 1. bent, sinuous, serpentine. 2. evasive, roundabout, 
indirect. 

--Usage note See torturous. 
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